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The organization of letters on a blank sheet -- or screen -- is the most basic challenge facing anyone

who practices design. What type of font to use? How big? How should those letters, words, and

paragraphs be aligned, spaced, ordered, shaped, and otherwise manipulated? In this

groundbreaking new primer, leading design educator and historian Ellen Lupton provides clear and

concise guidance for anyone learning or brushing up on their typographic skills. Thinking with Type

is divided into three sections: letter, text, and grid. Each section begins with an easy-to-grasp essay

that reviews historical, technological, and theoretical concepts, and is then followed by a set of

practical exercises that bring the material covered to life. Sections conclude with examples of work

by leading practitioners that demonstrate creative possibilities (along with some classic no-no's to

avoid).
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This book and some of the other books from the Design Briefs series, have become an integral part

of my working resource library. Ellen Lupton's book has been one that I have used over and over

again. I often reference it when I am faced with a blank page that I am having a hard time laying

out.The section on typography, the largest section of the book, was a very interesting read. I

enjoyed learning about the history of printing and typography. Beginning designers will appreciate

the categorizing of typefaces. This leads into the discussion of electronic typesetting and the

limitations and challenges that has created for designers.Lupton's book shed a lot of light on

different strategies for organizing type, graphics, and pictures on my own layouts. Unlike many other



books on graphic design, Lupton's book was down-to-earth and was easy for a non-designer (like

myself) to understand. It used some meaningful practical examples, instead of relying on art school

projects that have limited real-life applications.The section on grids was one of the most easy to

understand that I have ever come across. It also gave many examples of grids that can be

incorporated for page layout. Lupton also gave a decent low-level overview on the golden section,

but she did not give enough of examples of how the golden section can be used as a more flexible

grid.One of my favourite parts of her book is the section on proofreading where she has one of the

best proofreader's marking charts that I have ever seen. I have used this resource on complex

projects like annual reports with agency graphic designers. No more second-guessing edits,

Lupton's list captures it all.
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